
Papa Stour History & Community Group (SCIO) 

Registered Charity Number SC045013 

Minutes of meeting held 10.30 Wednesday 30th September 2020 at the School, Papa Stour  

               and via Zoom 

Present: Andy Holt, Sabina Holt-Brook, Pete Bardell, Hilde Bardell, 

Via Zoom: Phyllis Murray, Patsy and Eston Kilgour, Jane Puckey, Barbara Crawford, Lena Armitage, 

James and Alexandra Lear, Roselyn Fraser. 

Apologies: Peter Davis, Celia Smith, Kevin Price, Hilary Holt, Willie Fraser, Beverly Ballin Smith, 

Emily Jamieson. 

Minutes of meeting held 7th March 2020: Approved by Jane Puckey seconded Sabina Holt-Brook 

Matters Arising:  

-The meeting welcomed new members James and Alexandra, and Fr Ambrose Flavell, and thanked 

both James and Ambrose for agreeing to be trustees and bringing their particular expertise to the 

group. 

-Jane has been in contact with Robina Barton about the additional Monday ferries promised after 

the withdrawal of the air service, also about the provision of morning bus services timed to allow 

passengers to catch the morning Papa Stour ferry. The Covid-19 situation means that the promise is 

‘in the melting pot’ until such time as the Scottish Government position re funding of Shetland 

ferries is clearer. Alexandra made the point that the ferry timetable is of real importance to them as 

newcomers to the isle needing employment opportunities, and they have also sent emails to the 

SIC. 

Papa Stour Kirk Restoration project 

         -Due to the pandemic, there have been delays in receiving a response to our grant application 

to Historic Environment Scotland (HES) We hope to hear in the next month. 

 

         -Hilde drew the meeting’s attention to the Papa's Heritage document which had been sent out 

to all members, reminding the meeting that we received a less than encouraging response from our 

pre-application enquiry to the Heritage Lottery Fund (NHLF). They were less interested in funding 

the building restoration than in the potential for heritage activities that would be encouraged.  

We have made a list of the wide range of heritage activities that either already happens on Papa or 

could be developed if we had a functional building. At the last PSHCG meeting people had 

responded well to the request to share their knowledge and interest and contacts, but due to 

Covid-19 and Hilde’s accident, this had not been taken forward. Hilde explained that she would 

spend the next weeks getting back to members and firming up promises of action. 



We are looking for support that we can show the Heritage Lottery people.  

If we can show them that there are activities already happening or ones that could be developed 

further, then their required outcomes will be met, and we can ask them to reconsider our pre-

application enquiry. Without the NHLF or HES grants it is very unlikely that the Kirk restoration can 

proceed. 

 

- The PSHCG had agreed to compensate the further additional Architect’s costs that were 

incurred from the Architect’s very knowledgeable assistance with the grant enquiries to HES 

and NHLF. Doug Reid had asked that his grateful thanks be passed on to the group for the 

£500 received. 

 

Defibrillator. 

The charity Lucky2behere will provide the defibrillator and training if we provide site, electricity, 

and £1,500. 

Andy is liaising with Marine Ops with regards to the external siting of, and electricity supply to, a 

defibrillator on the waiting room. Jane has promised to enquire about the need for planning 

permission. We will apply to the Sandness and Walls Community Council for a grant towards the 

costs. James mentioned the possibility of crowd-funding and will look into it. The PSHCG will pay 

the remainder of the costs to progress this project. 

 

PSHCG Website 

The group had applied for and received £10,000 from the Coronavirus Business Support fund. 

It has been decided that part of this money would be used to develop a website for the group, as 

almost all the funding bodies require this kind of information. James has agreed to design and 

maintain a site, and he showed the meeting, via split screen, the outline he has prepared at 

www.papastourhcg.org   It was exciting to see his enthusiasm and all the work he has done 

already, including written policies to comply with  data protection requirements (GDPR), cookies, 

and putting the Kirk on Google maps! 

He has also put a link to our Facebook page on the site, and has agreed to be an administrator for 

FB along with Katie. What he needs now is the content to put on the site. This is where all the 

members can help and take part. Without the content, the knowledge and information stored in 

member’s archives, photos, enthusiasms and brains, the website is of limited value. We are very 

fortunate to have someone who can maintain the site, but he can’t do it alone. Some members will 

be contacted by Hilde in the near future with regards to specific heritage aspects, but everyone, 

whatever your enthusiasms and knowledge, has something to contribute.  

http://www.papastourhcg.org/


James’ email is james.alphapapa@gmail.com so please contact him if you have comments or 

anything to share…this is the time to do it!  

Please also click onto the site www.papastourhcg.org  as often as you can and encourage others to 

do so…even at this early stage, the more people look at it, the more likely it will come at the top of 

the search pages if someone searches for Papa Stour. 

The meeting thanked James for all his hard work so far and looked forward to seeing the site 

develop. 

STOFA maintenance. 

Tor Henry and Jane had worked on the site over the summer. Andy was preparing to do the final 

cut of the grass. Barbara thanked the group for the ongoing maintenance of the site. 

 

AOCB 

Those present via Zoom were thanked for attending the meeting, and it was decided to hold Zoom 

meetings even when the Covid-19 situation has improved, as it was really good to have people 

present who normally would not be able to attend. The whole group benefits from a wider 

involvement of members. 

The meeting closed at 11.30am. 

mailto:james.alphapapa@gmail.com
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